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TRUE STORIES 





HERE’S THE CASE of Jimmy Wallace, 

11, of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, who 
was so severely burned when an oil 
stove exploded in his home that he was 
not expected to live. Seven Ohio peniten- 
tiary inmates serving terms ranging from 
10 years to life gave him 448 square 
inches of their skin to save him. This 
and the following case histories from our 
files have a special pull on the heart- 
strings because these are children, chil- 
dren who could be yours or ours. 

In Raymond, Washington, Malcolm 
Edwards, 2, choked while eating a carrot. 
His parents rushed him to the local hos- 
pital, but it was found that they needed 
a bronchoscope to remove the piece of 
carrot that had lodged in his windpipe. 
As the gasping boy was being rushed 
150 miles to Seattle in an ambulance, 
they had one accident, not serious, trying 
to avoid hitting a dog. Shaken, but for- 
tunately unhurt, they continued only to 
collide with another car in Tacoma. This 
time Malcolm and the nurse were thrown 
15 feet to the pavement. The boy was 
cut, bleeding, still gasping; the nurse, 
too, was hurt, and the ambulance driver’s 
ribs were broken. In another ambulance 
the nurse, still bleeding herself, con- 
tinued to give oxygen to the boy. In 


Seattle, finally, the boy’s wounds were 
treated and the carrot tip was removed. 


Not so long ago Canadian-born Phili- 
bert Dube, 8, left Children’s Memorial 
Hospital in Chicago to return home. 
Three years ago he had swallowed some 
lye. Strictures which formed in_ his 
throat after the accident made it neces- 
sary to feed him artificially. He is now 
able to eat soft food. 


In Evanston, Illinois, 17-month old 
Jeffry Sharp had been tethered to a tree 
in the yard with a length of clothesline, 
supposedly too short for him to reach 
the driveway. While his father stopped 
the car in the driveway to talk to his 
older son one day, Jeffry managed by 
straining the rope to reach a spot under 
the car’s right front wheel. When his 
father started up the car, the wheel 
passed over Jeffry. His father rushed 
him to a hospital, but he was dead. 


The pain, anxiety, and heartache that 
these children and their families suffered 
are repeated many times over in the 
thousands of serious injuries and fatal 
accidents which are occurring annually 
among the children of America. Let's 
start fighting now to reduce this toll, this 
year, and the next, and the next... . 

















“CHILDREN IN DANGER” 


By Frances Clode 


Public Relations Department 
Women's Voluntary Services 


C¢pDeprer’s Guosts” enacted three home 

accidents for the people who saw the 
Women’s Voluntary Services’ exhibit en- 
titled, “Children in Danger.” The exhibit 
was displayed earlier this year at the Ideal 
Home Exhibition in London, England, and 
attracted great interest. 

Pepper’s Ghosts, models in panel boxes 
used to depict these accidents, showed the 
accident about to happen and then showed 
what did happen. This is done by a clever 
device operated by a self-working switch 
which changes the pictures at short intervals. 
Actually the second picture works with 
lighting and mirrors, as it is a_ reflection 
of an inverted model out of sight on the 
ceiling of the stand. 

For the exhibit there were three such 
panels. One showed a child reaching up 
to get her doll from the mantelpiece above 
a lighted and unscreened fireplace. When 
the picture changed it showed her frock in 
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Above is a general view of the Women's Voluntary 
Services’ exhibit in London showing the location 

the three panels which had changing pictures. 
The model in the top left picture (part of the 
exhibit) is about to pull a tablecloth off. By a 
mirror trick the second scene shows hot tea 
pouring over him from the teapot as the table- 
cloth is pulled. a ¢ courtesy of Central 
Office of Information, ndon.) 


flames. Another panel showed a child pull- 
ing the tablecloth on which the tea was 
laid, and then showed the teapot spilling 
hot tea over him. The third showed a 
flight of stairs with a brush laid across one 
of the steps. One could see the feet and 
ankles of a woman descending and then see 
her and her baby lying face downwards at 
the bottom of the staircase. On boards ex- 
tending out in front of these panels were 
enlarged captions describing the accident 
with a blown up news clipping for one, a 
letter, and official-looking case histories for 
the others giving human interest details. 

In one corner, objects which are danger- 
ous to children if left within their reach 
were mounted with captions telling their 


stories in terms of actual accidents an 
pointing the moral. 


Photographs, a statistical panel, and an 
information desk loaded with material com- 
pleted the exhibit. This is the second year 
we have had a display at this Exhibition, 
and we feel that the number of people 
who have shown an interest in them have 
made the projects well worth doing. 
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ESSAY 
CONTEST 


By P. F. Loughrey 


President 
Automobile Club Safety Council of Winona 


A SIXTH GRADE PUPIL, John David Czaplew- 

ski, won the top award for his essay 
on a home hazard hunt in a contest spon- 
sored by the Automobile Club Safety Coun- 
cil of Winona, Minnesota. At a_ special 
meeting in the City Hall, May 12, the 
Mayor presented two dollars to him and one 
dollar each to 36 other school children who 
had won awards for the best essay of their 
particular class. 

The problem of getting safety into the 
home has been a real challenge to us in 
the Automobile Club Safety Council. We 

have tried several home surveys but we 
@::: not felt we were really getting into 
the homes of our citizens and making them 
as hazard conscious as we would like to. 

Our solution—a hazard hunt with an essay 
contest conducted through the school chil- 
dren—has been, we feel, the most successful 
idea we have had. 

After talking the matter over with some 
of the teachers and members of the Parent- 
Teachers Association, we decided to work 
through the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades in 
both public and parochial schools. There 
are 12 schools in Winona that have these 
grades making a total of 1,139 children. 
Of course, there was some duplication in 
families that had more than one child in 
these grades, but we estimated that we 
would reach approximately 1,000 homes. 

We decided to start the plan out on a 
Monday. The Wednesday before we had 
a radio broadcast of about seven minutes 
o explain to the parents what we wished 
to do. We had a quantity of skull and cross 
bones cards left over from a 4-H safety on 
the farm drive. On Monday we started out 
to contact each of the 36 grades taking 
with us a quantity of the cards. We ex- 
plained that we were conducting a contest 
based on the best essay on hazards found 
and removed in the home and that each 
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Mayor Cy Smith of Winona, Minn. awards John 
David Czaplewski, a sixth grade pupil at the St. 
Casimir's school, top winner of the home safety 
contest sponsored by the Automobile Club Safety 
Council of Winona. With them are some of the 
36 other pupils who received awards for the 
best essay on the subject in their classes. (Photo- 
graph courtesy of The Winona Republican-Herald.) 


child was to take home some cards to place 
on all danger spots. Then they were to 
write an essay telling. why the cards were 
placed at the various spots and whether the 
hazards were removed or not. 

The teachers were to judge the best re- 
ports from their classes and an award would 
go to the best of each grade in each school 
and a final award to the best of all. 

The winning essay read in part: “Books, 
papers, toys and tools have been put into 
their safe places. It was decided that no 
more things may be lying around in the 
driveway. Since all of us five children play 
musical instruments, it was decided that 
none of them should be left lying around 
carelessly. The drummer received special 
instructions because ‘cross and bones’ found 
a resting place on his drum on my tour. 

“Pins, matches and poisons have been put 
out of the reach of children. My mother 
remembers to put handles on the stove 
away from the edge... . 

“The only place where the skeleton is 
still resting is on our stairway because as 
yet there is no railing there. . 

This was a new approach and we could 
see where we could strengthen it as we went 
along. It took the best part of two weeks to 
complete the job, but it was the most satis- 
factory home safety program we ever took 
part in. Of 1,139 pupils, 646 participated; 
1,858 hazards were found, 1,365 removed. 

We have heard many favorable comments 
from the parents and will be far better able 
to carry on such a program another year 
as we learned a lot as we went along. 








Gratistics ON ACCIDENTS occurring at home 


are most startling. Approximately 12 
people out of every 100,000 will be fatally 
injured by an accident at home within the 
next year, and one person in 32 will be 
disabled if the 1949 accident rate continues. 
Most of these accidents are the result of 
carelessness or neglect—and not the least 
of such carelessness or neglect is identified 
with the lack of adequate lighting. 


Outside the House 


The doorway to a home can be either 
the smile or the frown that greets a visitor. 
For appearance as well as for safety, the 
intelligent homeowner illuminates the door 
and steps. Many mishaps may be prevented, 
particularly in winter time, with good light- 
ing. A light over the door or on each side 
not only aids the recognition of visitors, 
but also adequately lights up the doorway 
and walk. However, such lanterns or light- 
ing units should never be bright or glaring 
because a glare may do more harm than 
good. Thus, proper outdoor lighting be- 
comes a safety factor, and a small floodlight 
for garage areas, and front and rear ap- 
proaches to a home will practically eliminate 
most of the hazards of dusk or night time 
homecoming. 

Children have a carefree habit of tossing 
toys at random wherever they happen to be 


LIGHT UP FC 


By Jan Rey 


Home Lighting C 
‘gig Pre 


playing, and very frequently Buster will 
leave them on the top step or some equally 
dangerous spot. Perhaps, however, if Buster 
had an attractive room with built-in, indi- 
rectly-lighted niches for his favorite toys 
and hobby collection, he might prefer to 
keep the offending trains, roller skates, 
tennis rackets, etc., off the floor when they 
are not in use. 


In the bedroom shown on this page one 
single tube fluorescent lighting unit is 
mounted against the wall about 8” above 
the top edge of each niche and is shielded 
by a frosted glass panel which lifts up easily 


Left: a Colonial doorway with a characteristic fanl 
serve as convenient storage spaces for favorite toys. 
to the room. Right: a Tudor type doorway using tradit 
necessary because of the step. (Photogr, 
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FOR SAFETY 
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¢ fanlight. 
Concealed lighting adds color and character 





toys. 


so that the tubes may be changed. The 
four sections along the wall at the left con- 
tain 20 watt fluorescent tubes, while the 
niches along the other wall, which are 
slightly smaller, contain 15 watt fluorescent 
tubes. This indirect lighting provides a 
level of 25 foot candles for each niche and 
10 foot candles at the corner over the beds. 
The desk lamp contains a 200 watt semi- 
indirect bulb, that provides excellent illu- 
mination for reading or studying. 

Stairways and halls are obvious locations 
for accidental falls, and while a ceiling 
fixture—both upstairs and down—is usually 


Center: niches built of combed wood 


traditional carriage lantern side lights—particularly 


rtesy of 








ania Electric Products, Inc.) 
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provided, a properly and _ dramatically 
lighted stairway not only lends a decorative 
touch, but a safety measure as well. 

One way to dramatize a stairway is to 
place tubes beneath a banister built onto 
the wall side of the stairway. Beneath a 
valance board which conceals them from 
view, 8 watt miniature fluorescent tubes 
may be installed in a continuous row along 
the banister so that this lighting falls 
directly down onto the steps to prevent 
accidents. Good lighting is particularly im- 
portant where there are elderly people in 
the home as their bones are brittle and 
injuries from falls more severe. 


Light Your Way 


Regardless of what room in the house is 
considered—kitchen, bathroom, living room, 
bedroom, hallway, or dining room—there 
should always be a light that can be snapped 
on immediately before entering so that 
there is no stumbling blindly in the dark 
for a remotely located switch. Most homes 
today are provided with ceiling units or 
switch controlled convenience outlets into 
which floor or table lamps may be plugged 
so that they may be turned on immediately. 

Thus, with a few precautions the average 
home of today can become not only an at- 
tractive and decorative one, but also a safe 
one for all. 








SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 


Child Safety 


GQ Premper Is A good time to concentrate 

on child safety. With the opening of 
school, safety programs will be commencing, 
and the older children will no longer be 
able to supervise the younger ones. The 
N.S.C. traffic program, “Operation Safety,” 
also concentrates on child safety in this 
month, and if your community follows this 
program, the home safety committee should 
cooperate to the fullest. 

A child safety campaign has a wide ap- 
peal. Into it you can draw many or- 
ganizations such as the P.T.A., Red Cross, 
hospitals, child welfare agencies, ete. 

A bang-up way to give a hard-hitting im- 
petus to your committee and the representa- 
tives who will be cooperating with you is 
to conduct a field trip through the children’s 
ward of a local hospital to see what actually 
happens when a child is accidentally hurt. 
This was used with great success in Los 
Angeles, and, of course, can only be done 
with the cooperation of a local hospital. 

Another way to orient your child safety 
personnel is to conduct a workshop such as 
the one held in Rochester last year. This 
workshop need not be for the purpose of 





SEASONAL THEMES 
August—built-in safety. 
Storage 
Remodeling 
September—child safety. 
Poisons, sharp instruments 
Air rifles, vehicles 
Guards for stairs, ete. 
Matches, rubbish fires 
October—fire prevention. 
Home inspection 
Furnace cleaning 
Space heaters, portable 
heaters 
November—firearms. 
Storing firearms 
Cleaning guns 
Hunting safety 
Thanksgiving 











devising a campaign, but for the purpose oe 
discussing, perhaps, what various local or- 
ganizations can do for child safety or the 
pertinent facts of hazards to children. With 
a panel discussion beforehand by local 
authorities on accident proneness, family 
welfare with relation to accidents, and the 
psychology of the handicapped—the work- 
shop might take up what the community 
can do with respect to these problems. 

If you can get one organization such as 
the P.T.A. to sponsor the child safety 
campaign, then they can conduct a workshop 
as part of that campaign. If several organi- 
zations are to cooperate together with the 
committee, then the specific duties of each 
organization should be clearly specified at 
the next meeting, and the home safety com- 
mittee should act as a clearing house to see 
that everything needed is ready when the 
deadlines arrive. 


All publicity should be 
handled directly through the committee ® 


publicity chairman in any case. 


Photographs 


Plan a publicity campaign around, not 
only the activities of your program, but 
also the educational aspects of it. Some 
member of a camera club who has spe- 
cialized in action and indoor shots might 
be willing to take photographs of the family 
of a committee member to illustrate your 
points. It would be wise, however, to con- 
centrate on subjects such as reaching for 
medicine in a cabinet which do not look 
too posed, since falls and similated secald- 
ing or burning accidents tend to look too 
artificial. Perhaps the local hospital would 
permit a picture or two to be taken, pro- 
vided the parents are willing, of a child still 
under treatment from a home accident. The 
positive side, though usually lacking i 
drama, is equally important. ee 

Photographs like these can be used not 
only for feature stories, but also for window 
displays and other exhibits. In some com- 
munities the Girl Scouts have made posters, 
too, for this purpose. 

A sound article by a local pediatrician or 
expert in child training on training the pre- 
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AMONG CHILDREN 
IN 


OP OT Or ee 10,731 
I og al ES ae 3,240 
Congenital Malformations ...... 1,919 
PE. ince rievareneesaewed 1,328 
ROE SncnactGdsedonedebuatadas 1,305 





ACCIDENTS DEADLIER THAN DISEASE 


1947 


TO 14 YEARS OLD 


Leukemia and Aleukemia........ 1,185 
I SII sical cord cea cinwk aden 1,131 
Diarrhea and Enteritis........... 724 
PIE ak ceca sow iweae comin 700 
PRUNE, 5.85 ded andes ves enes 668 








kindergarten group would make a good 


feature for a local paper. 

Do not neglect the baby sitter problem, 
which is still of paramount interest to 
many parents. 

There are a number of films which may 
be rented for the campaign and shown to 
local groups. Write to us for further in- 
formation on the subject. 


Leaflets 


Many communities send the N.S.C. leaflet, 
Congratulations, to new mothers in the hos- 
pital. Others use business services which 
go directly into the home for this purpose. 
Child welfare agencies have distributed 
them, and of course checklists and other 
leaflets pertinent to the older child can be 
distributed through the schools and youth 
organizations. 


One good way of educating the parents 
is to mimeograph a sheet with safety point- 
ers for children of all ages which can be 
distributed through the P.T.A., men’s or- 
ganizations, women’s clubs, etc. The baby 
sitter form mentioned in the April issue 
of the REVIEW can be printed or mimeo- 
graphed for distribution to parents at the 
same time. The material produced by the 

fome Safety Division of the National Safety 
@:.:: may be reprinted with the usual 
credit line without special permission. 


Perhaps you would prefer to work up a 
home inspection sheet for the children to 
take home from school and return properly 
filled out. This type of form is worthwhile 
if it provides for space to show not only 
the hazards found, but also those corrected. 
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A tabulation of these forms with the total 
number of hazards and of corrections plus 
a record of the types of hazards found would 
make the basis of a good newspaper release. 


Plan for the campaign period a seminar 
for public health workers, public health 
nurses, and social agency workers who go 
directly into the home to acquaint them 
with the problem, or interest these agencies 
in training their own people to observe and 
point out needed corrections while they are 
in the home. 


Baby Sitters 


In some communities baby sitters’ courses 
are being conducted for the high school 
group to train them in accident prevention. 
Older sitters, too, sometimes need this kind 
of training, and if there are agencies in 
your community which specialize in baby 
sitting services, a training course can be 
given for their sitters, also. 


The home safety committee can provide 
the teachers, work up charts, provide litera- 
ture, pictures, and posters for these courses. 


The committee can also spot the homes 
with children on a map to learn how they 
are distributed and determine their needs 
regarding play space. In areas where the 
under 5 groups lack adequate space, the 
committee can undertake to interest their 
parents in providing “tot lots.” These 
play spaces are cleared and fenced in by 
the parents on empty lots with the permis- 
sion of the owner, of course. Equipment 
need not be elaborate, but can suit the 
pocketbooks of the parents who cooperate 
to do the job. 





CURTAINS OF GLASS 


The marquisette curtains illustrated above 
are made of glass and therefore cannot burn, 
nor are they distorted or damaged by radi- 
ator heat. The manufacturer also claims 
that they are mildew-proof, shrink-proof, 
sun-proof, rot-proof, and will dry, wrinkle- 
free in a few minutes after washing. 


EXHIBITS FOR CONGRESS 


All safety education services, offering 
packaged exhibits of non-commercial visual 
aids for free use in home accident pre- 
vention campaigns are cordially invited to 
make one such display available for viewing 
by delegates to the 1950 National Safety 
Congress at the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, 
October 18 and 19. State and community 
leaders not already familiar with such serv- 
ices want to see examples of complete ex- 
hibits they can get to help promote home 
safety in their own programs. This will 
be an opportunity to effect wide use of 
these educational media and make the 
services better known. Exhibitors interested 


should write the Home Safety Conference, 
425 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, Illinois, 
and describe the displays they have to offer. 


HOME ACCIDENT FATALITIES 


Where do you stand? Compare the “@® 
tisties for your community with the figures 
below. The table shows the home accident 
deaths (from records of Vital Statistics 
Registrars) for the year 1949, with the 1940 
census population unless otherwise noted 
and the rate per 100,000 population. 


City Deaths Population Rate 


115,000° 
100,000° 
118,410 
151,543 
101,065 
149,554 
155,000° 
166,267 
267,583 
280,000° 
204,424 
164,000° 
205,967 


Evansville, Ind. 
Berkeley, Calif. 

Fort Wayne, Ind..... 
Flint, Mich. 

Duluth, Minn. ....... 
Springfield, Mass. 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Toledo, Ohio 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Grand Rapids, Mich.. 
Syracuse, N. Y 
Richmond, Va. 240,000° 
St. Paul, Minn 287,736 
Providence, R. L..... y 253,504 
Atfemte, Ga. ooccccses 302,288 
Columbus, Ohio 320,000° 
Dallas, Texas 337,200° 
Louisville, Ky. 355,000° 
Denver, Colo. ....... 322,412 
324,975 
429,760 
878,336 
455,610 
492,370 
399,178 
816,048 
900,000° 
827,400° 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Minneapolis, Minn. .. 
Kansas City, Mo 

St. Louis, Mo 
Baltimore, Md. ...... 
San Francisco, Cal.... 
Detroit, Mich. ....... 255 1,750,000° 
Washington, D. C..... 257 —843,000° 
Chicago, Il. 447 3,396,000° 
New tom, NM. ¥......: 1,799 6,710,000° 


estimate (annexation) 

special census 

ration book registration estimate 
special census 

special census 
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